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DANZAINFIERA 2025
The Fortezza da Basso will be hosting the 19" edition of the event
from 21 to 23 February
Three days of events, training courses and auditions with Italian
and international étoiles

Over 80 brands present, 57% of which are international
More than 60 big names - 7 of them international - will be participating
plus Academies, Schools, Institutions and lots of famous faces

DANCE BEYOND is the theme of this edition

The 19t edition of Danzainfiera (Dif) is scheduled to be held from 21 to 23 February 2025, as
usual at the Fortezza da Basso. Over 80 big sector fashion brands will be present, 57% of
which are international.

The theme chosen is DANCE BEYOND: a statement of independence from any stereotypes,
because dance is, first and foremost, the freedom to express oneself and to be what you are.
DANCE BEYOND is an invitation to consider differences as strengths and plurality as a
treasure. Just like a corps de ballet that draws its beauty from the ensemble: a group of
individuals, all different yet capable of acting in unison, following the same rhythm.

The wealth of the expressions manifested at Danzainfiera lies in the dual spirit which has
made it a point of reference for sector companies as well as an annual meeting place for those
who live in the world of dance or dream about living in it. Danzainfiera 2025 is an
increasingly potent expression of this dual identity: on the one hand the protagonists are the
top companies and brands that offer clothing, accessories and equipment for the world of
dance; on the other hand it is a stage for the many young people who aspire to become
famous through an audition or a trial performance, and who, in Florence, will once again have
the chance to attempt to get into the biggest schools and companies in the world.

Danzainfiera is also produced with the support of UniCredit which is the Main Partner of all
the Pitti Immagine fairs, following the renewal of the sponsorship agreement.

DATES AND FIGURES
The figures for this 19t edition are impressive: around 7,500 dancers on the stages and in the
classrooms ; over 270 events including lessons, auditions and training courses; 16 talks in the
UniCredit Meeting Area; 21 stage events - shows, contests, competitions and trials; 16,387
places in the classroom for following lessons, training courses, workshops, master classes and
auditions; 80 companies in the Commercial area; 60 schools in the training & entertainment
area making a total of 150 exhibitors, 47 of which from abroad.

“Danzainfiera 2025 is growing in terms of quality and quantity” states the CEO of Pitti
Immagine, Raffaello Napoleone “and is once again getting closer to the numbers and
program wealth that characterized the pre Covid era. It is a very special event for us at Pitti:
our hearts and long history of caring about new generations led us to invest in valuable
moments of high-level education and visibility in the field of dance and choreography for a
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multitude of young dancers — which, this year, will include the Calimala competition for young
choreographers working with contemporary music — while our heads and trade expertise
focused on a broad, specialistic international level commercial offering. The result is a regular
festival of dance which, this time, is enhanced by a wonderful edition of the Gala”.

THE NEW LAYOUT
AND THE COMPANIES ATTENDING

The 2025 edition will have a completely new layout. The event will be staged in the spaces of
the Ghiaia Pavilion, on the Ground Floor of the Main Pavilion, in the Cavaniglia Pavilion, the
Sala delle Nazioni, Polveriera, Sala della Ronda and Rondino, and in the Sala della Scherma.
The brands will all present their latest products on the Ground Floor of the Main Pavilion
which will also have a completely revamped, more contemporary layout. The spaces will be
distributed around a central promenade, a long ring-shaped walkway overlooked by the
stands offering a more functional and interactive experience for learning more about the
garments and products.

The reference companies which are known on an international level for the production of
dance clothing and accessories as well as for dressmaking include names like:

Ballet Rosa (Portugal), Begofia Cervera (Spain), Bloch (United Kingdom), Capezio (United
Kingdom), Dansez Vous (Spain), Davedans (Spain), Diamant (Germany), Dellalo' Milano
(Italy), Eurotard (United States), Freed Of London (United Kingdom), Gaynor Minden (United
States), Grishko (Czech Republic), Harmony (Italy), Intermezzo (Spain), Lulli Dancewear
(Israel), Merlet Dance (France), Migaru (Spain), Repetto (France), Sansha (France), So Dang¢a
(Portugal), and Werner Kern (Germany).

The exhibiting companies presenting their latest ideas from the world of equipment and
flooring include names like Antheo Pavimenti Per La Danza (ltaly), Floorwings Vienna
Dancefloor (Austria), Harlequin Floors (Luxemburg) and Dinamica Ballet (Spain).

Among the new names and important returns for this edition are Aplieplus (Switzerland),
Dttrol (China), Freddy (Italy), Mario Ferrari Ballet Couture (Italy), RP (United States) and Silky
Dance (United Kingdom).

THE BUYERS

At this edition Pitti Immagine has also invested in a program of incoming delegations of
buyers in order to bring a selection of important retailers and international members of the
trade from the world of dance to Florence. Here are some of the names:

Andanazza (Mexico), Arabesque Dancewear (USA), Bou Cou (USA), Boutique Echappee
Dansante (France), Carillon Tutto Per La Danza (Italy), Dance Affairs (Germany), Dance And
Fight (Italy), Dance And Mode (Ukraine), Dancewear Express (USA), Danzando Piacenza
(Italy), Empire Dance Shop (USA), Excelsior Danza Srl (ltaly), Footsteps (USA), Julie’S Dance
Shop (Indonesia), Jump In (Austria), La Bottega Delle Arti (Italy), Maya Store (Greece), Mayo
Store (Turkey), Mona Ballet Shop (South Korea), Shangwishangoin Trade (China), Straek &
Boj (Denmark), Sur La Pointe (Paraguay), The Poem Of Ballet (China), The Station (USA), and
Tilt Dance Store (Italy).
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NAMES FROM THE WORLD OF DANCE

Over 60 big names will be participating — 7 of which of international standing: the Joffrey
Ballet School from New York, YAGP Youth America Grand Prix, Ballettakademie Wiener
Staatsoper from Vienna, the Peridance Center and Oniin Dance Company from New York, Cie
IFunamboli from Paris, and Fini Dance.

There will also be numerous academies, schools and institutions like Accademia il Sistina,
Accademia del Teatro alla Scala, Aterballetto Centro Coreografico Nazionale, Accademia
Bozzolini BDT, Art Village, Ateneo della Danza, Opus Ballet, Compagnia Motus, Dancehaus
Susanna Beltrami, Fondazione Formazione Danza e Spettacolo ETS, GC Dancevents, |.D.A,
Moma Studios as well as many CONI (Italian National Olympic Committee) promotional bodies
including ACSI, AICS, ASC Toscana, CSAin, Csen Toscana, Endas Sardegna, Libertas, Opes
Toscana.

As usual, the auditions will arouse a lot of interest. This year the Accademia Sistina, the big
musical training school set up by the Teatro Sistina in Rome, whose artistic director is
Massimo Romeo Piparo, director, theatrical producer and television writer, will be offering
audition-classes with British choreographer Billy Mitchell for the musicals “Matilda”, “Cats”
and “Billy Elliot”, as well as a workshop on “West Side Story”. And that’s not all. Musical: Il
Concorso — Musical. The Competition returns once again this year: the internationally
renowned event by Professione Danza Parma which focuses on a repertoire of musicals from
all eras for non-professional performers and aims to identify new talents and promote their
artistic growth. This year the competition will be opened by the artists from the musical
“Cats” by Massimo Romeo Piparo, a very successful show that has enjoyed record audience
figures in previous seasons and which will be staged in Italian theaters again including the
Teatro Verdi in Florence from 21 to 23 February and the Teatro Sistina in Rome from 8 May.
The other much anticipated auditions include those with the Jeoffrey Ballet School, with
Patrick Armand, the new artistic director of the Ballettakademie Wiener Staatopera in Vienna,
with Paul Arau Gimero a dancer for 15 years at Pina Bausch’s Tanztheater for Luna Academy,
with Daniela Rapisarda and Alessandro Vacca at the Oniin Dance Company and with Jose
Carayol and Natalia Bashkova of YAGP (Youth America Grand Prix), the biggest international
classical dance competition that organizes a program of scholarships all over the world; and
with Igal Perry, founder and artistic director of the Peridance Center in New York.

As far as Italy is concerned there will be auditions with the Fondazione Nazionale della Danza
/Aterballetto, the only National Choreographic Center, the Accademia Susanna Beltrami, the
Accademia Bozzolini, Ateneo della Danza, AUB, Aida, Centro Opus Ballet, Artemente, HDE-
MIA, Teatro Oscar, The Gate to mention just a few.

Art Village will be at Dif for the first time. This is the biggest artistic campus in Italy directed
by a structure created to launch and follow students involved in study paths in dance, singing,
acting and musicals, directed by Luciano Cannito (choreographer and currently also the
director of two theaters in Turin, the Gioiello and Alfieri). He will be joined by Fabrizio Prolli, a
choreographer who has worked with the biggest names in Pop in both theater and on
television. They will be allocating scholarships.

A regular and always much appreciated rendezvous over the years is the one with the
Expression International Dance Competition, an international ballet, chorographical
composition, modern, contemporary, hip hop and free style dance competition open to dance
students aged 6 years and older.
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There is lots of expectation surrounding Let’s Dance, the project by artistic director Rocco
Greco of “Tu si que vales”, with Alessandra Celentano and Emanuel Lo, teachers on the
Italian TV show “Amici di Maria De Filippi” who will be holding a masterclass accompanied by
former pupils on the show, Gaia De Martino, Carola Puddu and Samuel Segreto. And finally,
The Brothers, Emanuele and Leonardo D’Angelo, extraordinary tap dancers and Antony
Morigerato Emmy nominated tip tap dancer, producer and choreographer.

The new features, debut projects and special participations include:

Aula I.D.A. DANCE BODY CARE. For the first time at Danzainfiera, IDA (International Dance
Association) presents a space entirely dedicated to body awareness, where dancers,
teachers, pupils and performers are invited to take part in classes designed and led by Master
Trainers at IDA aimed at tapping into new resources and obtaining tangible benefits for their
everyday practice.

In collaboration with I.D.A. there will also be a special class-audition with Matteo Addino for
Ballando on The Road. Matteo Addino, I.D.A. teacher, television choreographer and judge on
TV show Ballando on the Road, will be at Dif looking for new talents for the next season and
for a new Rai TV program.

Continuing the topic of casting for TV programs, DIF 2025 will also feature auditions for the
Performer Cup Italy, the first world championship dedicated to scenic-sporting arts broadcast
on the Rai channels.

AERIAL & POLE DANCE AREA. The new area dedicated to aerial and acrobatic skills, with a
program of free lessons from morning to evening. Boosted by the recent CONI recognition of
these activities with FIDESM and thanks to the collaboration with the most important
performers on the international scene, for the entire duration of the event it will be possible
to watch exhibitions of the various skills, while a special structure set up by THEPOLE will
reproduce the user experience model typical of pole dancing and aerial skills areas of gyms
where members of the trade can learn more about the various aspects of these activities
through the speeches and demonstrations provided by the professionals present. Visitors
interested in trial lessons in pole dancing or aerial skills (hoops and fabrics) will be
accompanied every day by very experienced teachers and national ACSI managers from the
aerial dance sector.

Aula ACSI. Presented by the national sector of ACSI Danza, throughout the three days of the
event over 30 teachers will make their expertise available to students with a program of
lessons ranging from classical to contemporary modern dance, from hip hop to oriental dance.

Aula MOMA STUDIOS dedicated to urban styles and contamination, three special

lessons/auditions will be held with Roberta Broglia (modern), Mario Sassone (hip hop), and
Antonio Romano (modern).

BRAND NEW: Calimala

One of the brand-new features for this edition is the “Calimala” open call and show. The
Fondazione Pitti Discovery, in collaboration with the Nutida Festival (Stazione Utopia) and
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Musicus Concentus, will be premiering a two-phase multidisciplinary project that combines
dance, music and video art. The first phase involves the selection of Dancers/Choreographers
Under 25. The candidates chosen will be the protagonists of a creative journey: after being
given an original musical track specially composed by Studio Batsumi in London for the
occasion, the participants will craft and present their own contemporary dance creation based
on the track. The presentation will take place on Friday 21 February at Dif in front of a
dedicated jury made up of: Sveva Berti (Director of the CCN company/Aterballetto), Pablo
Girolami (Choreographer and Company Director of IVONA), Francesco Volpe (Artistic director
of the Danzainfiera Gala), and Gaia Bianchi (Artistic coordinator of Calimala |Disclosure
Platform).

The project will conclude with the premiere of Calimala at 10.00 p.m. on Saturday 22
February, at the Fortezza da Basso (Cavaniglia Pavilion): a live concert by Studio Batsumi
(Federico Bigonzetti), Silvia Bela and Maxime Obadia, will explore the parallels between the
Florentine merchants during the Renaissance and the digital musicians of today, both of
whom are the authors of creative transformations. During the concert (free and open to
everyone, to be booked in advance) the dance routines choreographed using the original
music will be performed by the dancers/choreographers selected.

THE GALA

The true highlight of Danzainfiera is The Gala, under the artistic direction of Francesco Volpe,
which is scheduled to be held at 3.30 p.m. on Sunday 23 February This year the stars of the
event are Sergio Bernal, who will perform “The Swan” and “Obertura” and Maia Makhateli, a
Georgian ballerina, principal dancer at the Dutch National Ballet in Amsterdam, who will
perform a pas de deux from “Romeo and Juliet” by Prokofiev with South Korean Young Gyu
Choi; the Roma City Ballet Company will present an extract from “Wonderboys” by Fabrizio
Prolli, a show which is bringing excitement to the whole of Italy and thrilling young audiences.
There will be a Tap dance solo by Tommaso Maria Parazzoli who is famous for his ability to
capture the attention of audiences all over Europe; the world of Hip hop will be represented
by Descendants, featuring the company of the same name led by Carlos Kamizele, a
choreographer for artists like Marracash and Ghali, that includes some of the most talented
artists on the international Afro and Hip-Hop dance scene.

The promising young dancers who stood out during the YAGP events will also take the stage:
Alexei Orohovsky, first in the course held at the John Cranko School in Stuttgart and Sally
Caruso, finalist in the Youth America Grand Prix 2024, who will dance a duet and Valentina
Mascini Lescay, winner of the Junior Classical YAGP in Barcelona, who will be presenting a
variation from Esmeralda.

Finally. Michela Priuli, the winner of the first edition of 600 Beats, the flash open call for
young choreographers, will present a work entitled “Pachakuti” performed by Jesus Andres
Rea Lopez.

The special GUESS THE NEW TALENT collaboration.

The new collaboration with the famous Guess fashion brand that dresses the teachers of the
Descendants company is also linked to the protagonists of the 2025 Gala. Together with DIF it
will be launching the new Guess The New Talent contest: 3 exclusive workshops with the
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talented maestros of the Descendants company (Mario Charty — Hip Hop; Carlos Kamizele -
Afro; Carolina de Almeida - Afro Fusion). The top dancers from each workshop will win a
GUESS gift card.

THE TALK PROGRAM

This year, in the talks area, Dif will turn the spotlight on the "world of work", to help young
people overcome the distance from the professional world. This will be discussed with
Roberto Zappala artistic director and choreographer at Scenario Pubblico, a Center of
considerable cultural interest based in Catania; with Sveva Berti of Aterballetto who will
explain the ways to enter the Company she directs; with Frédéric Olivieri Director of the
Dance Department at the Accademia Teatro alla Scala, who will illustrate the School’s new
courses and the importance of study; while Luciano Cannito artistic director of Art Village will
explain the pathway towards employment that takes place in the center he directs. A slot will
be dedicated to dance and sport as well as to disability with Opes featuring the accounts of
Ivan Cottini, Daniele Terenzi and Laura Del Sere, Wheelchair Dance World Champion, while
unconfortable and civil dancing will be discussed with Rosanna Cieri, artistic director of Motus
Danza who, for many years, has been involved in social activities with protest-shows and, at
the same time, is a leader in the field of artistic experimentation with multimedia projects.
From the classroom to the stage: how to fill the gap between “education and work” is the
topic discussed with the Director of Siena Ballet, Marco Batti, together with the principal
dancer Giuseppe Giacalone; how to dance on the stages of New York is the theme of the
meeting with Antonio Fini, principal dancer at the Michael Mao Dance Company, soloist at
the Staten Island Ballet and director of the Fini Dance Festival.

One of the most highly anticipated meetings will be with Sergio Bernal, the “king of
flamenco”, who is also the protagonist of a special workshop at Dif, and with Maia Makhateli,
the Georgian ballerina and principal dancer at the Dutch National Ballet in Amsterdam. The
guests in the Talk area also include Carlos Kamizele with the talented maestros of the
Descendants company.

The protagonists of DIF 2025 at the Fortezza will also include GREMESE EDITORE, the Italian
publishing house specialized in the entertainment arts, with a special selection of titles and
publications connected to dance.

The Pitti Crew
wears
Pitti Immagine would like to thank ARMOR LUX, FLOWER MOUNTAIN and MANIFATTURA
CECCARELLI
for their contribution to dressing The Pitti Crew at this edition of the fairs.
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R.A.R.E. Communications
rarecomunicazioni@gmail.com

Raffaella Tramontano

Mob +39 3928860966 /raffaella.tramontano@gmail.com
Alfredo d’Agnese

Mob +39 339-1966011 / adagnese@gmail.com
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